Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



H<,.i-< V, Google: 



H<,.i-< V, Google: 



H<,.i-< V, Google: 




V, Google 



TWENTY YEARS 



Mtwil} |nslj])ici-mit CIiutIt, 



NEW- YORK CITY: 



IWO SERMONS, IIELITEEED JULY 1ST, ISao, 



EDWIN F) HATFIELD, D.D. 



NEW-YORK: 

TKISTED BT ■JOnS A. GEAY, 35 & 31 CLIFF STKEET. 



H<,.i-< V, Google: 



H<,.i-< V, Google: 



TWENTY YEARS 



PASTORAL SERVICE. 



CHAPTER I . 

"Thes saii they among tlie heatlien, 'The Lord Imth 
done groat things for tliem.' The Lord hath done great 
th'ngsfoma nhereof T^e ■kre glad"— Ps 126 2 3 

The child of God his continual occasion t d id 
mire the wondeia cf dmtie grace Fiom the 
hour of hi3 conversion to the moment of his 
cmancipitifn fiam the bodj, the giice of God 
displaj ^ itself in all that befih him The riches 
of that ffriLS he ctn never exhaust, its dtpth^ he 
^n ne\er explore His deliverance from the 
llmldom of sin and ileith, h s tnnslatitn from 
the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of 
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God's dear Son ; his adoption into the household 
of faith; his iotroduction into the fellowship of the 
Father and of his Son Jesus Christ ; and the sweet 
consciousness of " the peace of God which passeth 
all understanding ;" all seem to him, as he awakes 
from the slumbers of iniquity to a sense of the 
wonderful grace of which he is made so happy a 
subject, more like a dream or a lovely vision than 
an actual experience. With the Hebrew exiles, 
when restored to the land of their fathers, the 
blest land of promise, he can say ; " When the 
Lord turned ^ain the captivity of ZioD, we were 
like them that dream. Then was out mouth filled 
with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then 
said they among the heathen, The Lord hath done 
great things for them. The Lord hath done great 
things for ua; whereof we are glad." 

hi the early spring of 1824, the youthful son of 
an humble tradesman, in an adjacent Stat*, engaged 
in the service of a merchant in his native town, 
received, from a schoolmate in the city of New- 
York, an intimation of a similar situation there 
that could be secured by a timely application. 
He came to the city a poor and almost friendless 
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youth, the recipient of the inconsiderable sum of 
fifty dollars a year in addition to his board, for 
his services as a merchant's clerk. At the expira- 
tion of the third year of his residence in the city, 
having been mercifully and marvelously delivered 
from the ten thousand snares that are there set for 
the feet of the unwary youth, he was admitted into 
the fellowship of the Central Presbyterian Church 
of the City of New- York, and encouraged to seek 
an entrance into the ministry of the Gospel. 
Nearly five years more were passed in prepara- 
tion; and, at the commencement of the ninth year 
of his separation from the home of his youth, he 
was solemnly set apart to the sacred office. Three 
years more were passed in a laborious ministry, 
mostly in the far West, greatly to his advantage 
in that most intricate and difficult science, the 
knowledge of man. An afflictive providence led 
him once more to visit the scenes of his early 
youth, when, unexpectedly, he was solicited to be- 
come the pastor of a lai^c and flourishing church 
in the city of his former clerkship. Tremblingly- 
alive to the responsibilities of the position, and 
shrinking with constitutional sensitiveness from 
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the public gaze, he yielded, in reliance upon the 
Divine arm, to the importunities of his brethren, 
and accepted their call. 

Twenty years have now expired since he entered 
into those solemn relations, and prea<:hcd his iirst 
sermon to the people, who had so cordially and 
unanimously chosen him to be their pastor. This 
day he commences the twenty-first year of con- 
tinuous service in these same relations, a wonder 
to many, but most of aU a wonder to himself. 
Looking back over the whole period of thirty-one 
years and more, to the day of his landing on this 
island a poor, obscure, and friendless boy, among 
the busy thousands that filled these streets, and 
contrasting with that deep sense of loneliness that 
then oppressed him the deeper sense of oonspicu- 
ousness and notoriety by which he is now so fre- 
quently overpowered, he cannot hut think and 
speak of the wonders of that grace which has 
brought him to this hour. Nothing could have 
been further from his thoughts, in that early day, 
than the position of responsibility that he is now 
called to occupy. The dealings of Divine Provi- 
dence with him and his, so strange and so un- 
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looked for, seem more like a dream than a reality, 
"the grace appears so great." If the world are 
constrained to say of him and his people, "The 
Lord hath done great things for them," he and his 
people are fully prepared to respond, and, with 
hearts overflowing with gratitude, to exclaim : 
" The Lord hath done great things for us ; whereof 
we are glad," 

The occasion calls for a devout recognition of 
the hand of God, my brethren, in the eventful 
lustory of this congregation for the last twenty 
years. I propose, therefore, to " call to remem- 
brance the former days," and to "stir up your 
pure minds," by a rehearsal of some of the great 
things which the Lord hath done for ns during the 
period of my ministry among you. It will deepen, 
I trust, our sense of the fluctuating and transitory 
nature of these earthly things, to glance at the 
changes which have in the mean time come upon 
our city, our neighborhood, our congregation, our 
households, and ourselves ; it will serve to humble 
us all in view of the little that wc have done for 
God, in comparison with the much that he has 
done for us ; and to quicken us to a renewed conse- 
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cratioii of all our powers to the service of our 
Saviour, in the exercise of a more lively gratitude, 
a more eonfiding trust, aad a more diligent en- 
deavor to glorify God in body and spirit. 

Let me, then, brethren, bring before you, in the 
first place, a view of our condition at the com- 
mencement of this period. The early residents of 
this neighborhood have a very vivid recollection of 
the time, when this whole region -was looked upon 
as but a suburb of the metropolis ; -when the val- 
leys had not yet been filled, cor the hills brought 
low. That period had just passed, and the com- 
munity aci^uired a settled state, %yhec the former 
revered and honored pastor of this congregation, 
under whose diligent and faithful labors it had 
emei^ed from a state of intancy and feebleness to 
a condition of self-support and prosperity, was 
called to serve the Church in another and a more 
conspicuous post of usefulness. A ministry, ex- 
tending from the autumn of 1817 to the spring of 
1835, amid great discouragements and emharrass- 
ments arising from the unsettled state of the com- 
munity and their want of resources in the forming 
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period of their liistory, had resulted in the erec- 
tion, successively, of three houses of worship— one 
in Sheriff street, near Broome, and two on the 
site where we are now assembled ; in the gather- 
ing of a large congregation with three flourishing 
Sunday-schools; and in the establishment of a, 
Christian Church on which it had pleased God 
repeatedly to pour the refreshing showers of grace. 
The seals of that ministry were many ; the mem- 
bership had embraj^d, at the time of my coming 
among you, a total of eight hundred and eighty-two 
names; of which three hundred and forty-one had 
been received on certificate from other churches, 
iind five hundred and forty-one on profession of 
their faith ; three hundred and thirty-one of whom 
had been removed by certificate or death, leaving 
a membership of five hundred and fifty-one. 
Seldom has a minister of Christ, laboring in cir- 
cumstances so unpropitious, been so much honored 
of God and so rewarded in his labors. An annual 
average of fifty-two additions to the Church, of 
whom thirty -two were on profession, gave abund- 
ant evidence that the weapons of his warfare were 
'■ mighty through God to the pulling down of 
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10 HATFIELD'S 

strong-holds." Under the forming hand of that 
sainted servant of Christ, the Rev. Elihu W. 
Baldwin, D.D., this Church had thus been gradu- 
ally prepared to take its plaro among the burning 
lights of the city, and to exert a wide and hallowed 
influence. It was no light thing for one so much 
his junior in years, and his inferior in awjuire- 
ments, to occupy the post that he had so long and 
so ably tilled. 

At that period this Cliureh might still be re- 
garded as one of the outposts of the religious com- 
munity in this city. The population had not yet 
spread far enough to the north to warrant the erec- 
tion of many houses of worship beyond our own 
bounds. The Second- Avenue Church, near Sec- 
ond street; the Bleecker-Street Church, near 
Broadway, and the Eighth Church, in Christopher 
street, formed the northern line of Presbyterian- 
ism in this city. The migration of whole churches 
from the lower to the upper parts of the city, 
which has subseijuently been prosecuted so exten- 
sively, had not yet commenced. The bulk of the 
population, as well as of the churches, was found 
below Grand street. 
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The floods of immigration had not yet begun to 
pour in upon U3 as in later days, especially from 
Central Europe, Tlie census of the city, wMch 
had just been taken, showed a resident population of 
270,089; while the city of Brooklyn, just then as- 
suming importance, had increased to 24,529 ; and 
the village of Williamsburgh, just coming into 
notice, included within its bounds less than 4000 
souls. The whole population of these three lo- 
calities, now falling but little, if any, short of 
900,000, then scarcely reached 300,000 ; having 
multiplied itself thrice within a score of years. 
We have seen the tide rising and spreading far away 
to the north and north-west on the one hand, and 
away to the cast and south-east on the other ; so 
that, from having occupied a frontier station at the 
commencement of this period, we are now brought 
almost into the centre of a circle that includes 
nearly a million of souls. 

Of the numerous churches that were scattered 
over tho southern part of our island but few re- 
main unchanged. Some have ceased ; otliera 
have been removed; and others still have passed 
into strangers' hands. In our own connection, the 
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13 HATFIELD'S 

changes have been very marked and peculiar. 
The First Presbyterian Church, then worshiping 
in Wall street, near Broadway, has removed to 
Fifth avenue, near Tvfelfth street. The Cedar- 
Street Church, then building an elegant structure 
on the corner of Duane and Church streets, has 
become two bands, one of which worships on the 
corner of University PJace and Tenth street, and 
the other on the comer of Fifth avenue and Nine- 
teenth street. The Scotch Church, then occupying 
the venerable church-edifice in Cedar street, near 
Broadway, has since had two removals — first to the 
comer of Grand and Crosby streets, and since to 
Fourteenth street, between the Fifth and Sixth 
avenues. The house of the Murray-Street Church 
was removed, piece by piece, and rebuilt in 1842, 
on Eighth street, near the Fourth avenue, but has 
since come into the possession of a Roman 
Catholic congregation. The edifice of the Pearl- 
Street Church, near Broadway, was destroyed by 
fire in 1837, rebuilt m the following year, and re- 
cently demolished, the congregation having re- 
moved to Broome street^ near Elm. The edifice of 
the LaightStreet Church has passed into the pos- 
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session of a Baptist congregation ; and that of the 
Rutgers-Street Church has been removed to give 
place to a more substantial edifice occupying the 
samesite. The Eighth-Street Church, then worship- 
ing in Christopher street, corner of Bleecker street, 
has since been disbanded and their house of wor- 
h J Id t an Ep p 1 con t Th Cen 
t I Ch h ha g pa t d th th pa t and 

1 n nl f fl t 1 f 1 nl h 

! at 1 tl m 1 AI d n i h V 

t 3 w h tl P 1 St t Ch h nd n ts 

f jtnth huhagnbn 

1 g d a d ntly b t d wn and built 
Th Sf St t Ch h ha ng t m d wn th 
old edifice have lu It a more substantial one on 
the same site The BlGCckcr-Strcct Church, then 
worsbping near Broadway, have sold their house 
to a Banltii g A'.sDciation, and have removed to 
the comer of Fourth avenue and Twenty-second 
street The Union Church has been dissolved, 
^nd thur hcu eot worship, on the comer of Prince 
1 Marrn street has come into the possession 
t tht, Tirst Colored Presbyterian Church, then 
vorshiping in the old stone Church, since demol- 
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ished, on the corner of Frankfort and William 
streets. The First Prco Church, worshiping at 
the corner of Doy and Washington streets, has 
been raergeii into another organization, and 
their churcli-edifiec eoaverted info stores. The 
Second Free Church, occupying the Chatham- 
Street Chape], has been dissolved, and their pla«e 
of worship converted to other uses. The Bowery 
Church has also heen dissolved, and their church- 
edifice, after several transfers of ownership, has been 
destroyed by fire. The Seconii-Avenue Church 
has, in like manner, passed away, and their house 
of worship become the property of a Roman 
Catholic congi'egatlon. The Village Church has 
shareii the same fate, and their house passed into 
the hands of another branch of the Presbyterian 
Church. The Eighth-Avenue Church, then wor- 
shiping on the Eighth avenue, have since built and 
subsequently sold a new house on Twentieth 
street, and are now, under another name, worship- 
ing in their new and beautiful house on West 
Twenty-third street, near the Seventh avenue. 
The Fourth Eree Church were then erecting a 
house of worship on the comer of Catharine and 
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Madison streets, which afterwards passed into the 
possession of a Methodist Episcopal Society, and 
has lately been purchased by the Port Society to 
take the place of the Roosevelt-Street Mariners' 
Church, The Brainerd Church were also erecting 
an edifice on Eivington street, near Orchard, now 
occupied by a German Presbyterian Church, 
while its former possessors, under a new organiza- 
tion, are worshiping in their new and costly house, 
on the corner of Second avenue and East Four- 
teenth street. The Brick Church, the Canal-Street 
Church, the Ailen-Street Church, the Carmine- 
Street Church, and our own are the only ones, 
among the twenty-seven churches connected with 
the Synod of New- York at that period, which re- 
tain tliclr position and extemaJ appearance ; and, 
of these five, two at least have for some years 
been seeking a transfer to some other locality. 

These numerous changes, aifecting not our own 
denomination alone, but others also, have been 
brought about by the gradual and, of late, the 
rapid encroachments of trade ; creating a demand 
for a constantly increasing number of warehouses 
in the lower part of the city, enhancing greatly 
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16 HATFIELD'S 

the \ ihie of real esUte iii that section, lad thus 
driving the former residents into a rej;ion of the 
utj th,tt, tweiitj ycais ago, was sj fji out of 
town as scarcely to he thought ot as a place of 
resideULe The flat,tuitif>ni thus OLcasiuned, and 
the changes wrouirht m the aspect of our metropo 
lis, as also in the habits of our people, have been 
almost without a parallel even in our own fluctuat- 
ing America, In view of these facts, we may well 
say with the Hebrew apostle, " for here have we 
no continuing city ;" and we might well be recon-. 
eiled to it, if it could also be said by us all, " but 
we seek one to oome." 

Very few of the brethren who occupied the posi- 
tion of pastors to these churches, at the time of 
my coming among you, have continued in the 
same relations to the present time. The Rev. 
William W. Puillips, D.D., is still the pastor of 
the First Cliureh ; the Eev. Gardiner Spring, 
D.D., of the Brick Churcli ; the Eev. Johs M. 
Keebs, D.D., of the Eutgers-Street Church; and 
the Eev. Joseph McElroy, D.D., of the old 
Scotch Church. These are the only Presbyterian 
pastors in the city whose term of service among 
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the same people, uDder the same organization, ex- 
ceeds my own. Not one of the pastors in the 
Third and Fourth Preshyteries of New-York, and 
the Presbyteries of Brooklyn and Newark, is now 
ministering to the ecdesiaatical charge of which he 
was the pastor twenty years since, save myself. 
The pastor of the Canal-Street Church, Kev. Robert 
McCartbe, D.D., left in 1836, and has had at least 
three successors. The Cedar-Street Church and the 
Laight-Street cbureh were both vacant. The Eighth 
Church had just called the Rev. Edward D. Smith. 
D.D., to be their pastor ; and he left them in 1842. 
The Rev, Henry White, D.D., was the pastor of 
the Allen-Street Church, but resigned in 1837, and 
has had not less than five successors : Rev. Wil- 
liam Beadlet, Rev. George B. Cheever, D.D., 
Rev. DAvm B. Cob, Rev. George Thacher, and 
Rev. George C. Lucas. The Rev. William 
Adams, D.D., was then pastor of the Central 
Church, and has since become the pastor of a new 
churcli, gathered fi-om the Central, and worshiping 
on Madison Square. The Rev. Henry G. Ludlow 
was the pastor of the Spring-Street Church, but 
resigned in 1837, and has had two successors : Rev. 
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William Patton, D.D., and Rev. Alfred E. 
Campbell, D.D. The Eev. Erskinb Mason, D.D., 
the pastor of the Bleecker-Street Church, departed 
this life in May, 1851, aad his successor was the 
Eev. Joel Parker, D.D., who continues in that 
charge. The Eev. John WooDBBiDeE, D.D., was 
the pastor of the Bowery Church, but resigned in 
the following winter, and was succeeded by the 
Eev. EicHARD W, Dickinson, D.D., who retained 
the charge less than six months. The Rev, Elijah 
P. Barrows, the pastor-elect of the Dey-Street 
Church, WHS dismissed in 1837, and followed in 
the pastoral office, for a short time, by the Eev, 
Jacob Helffenstein. The Eev. Charles G. Fin- 
net was the pastor of the Chatham^treet Chapel, 
but was transferred, in the following spring, to the 
Broadway Tabernacle Church. His colleague, the 
Rev, John lNaEB3oi.L,was dismissed about the same 
time ; their only successor was the Kev. Job IT, 
Marttn. The Rev. Dirck C. Lansing, D.D., 
the pastor of the Houston-Street Church, was dis- 
missed four weeks after I commenced my labors 
here, and has had five successors ; Rer. Nathaniel 
, Eev. Samuel D. Buhchard. D.D,, 
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liev. Sbldon Haines, Rev. E. S. Stores Dickin- 
son, and Rev. T. Ralston Smith. Tlie Rev. Isaac 
N. Spraoue, the pastor of the Catharine-Street 
Church, was succeeded, in 1837, by tJie Rev. Joel 
Mann, and in 1838 by the Rev. James I, Ostrom, 
who continued but two years. The Rev. Henry 
A. Rowland, D.D., the pastor of the Pearl-Street 
Church, at the expiration of eight years, wiis fol- 
lowed by the Rev. Charles H. Read, and he, in 
1849, by the Rev. A. Auoirsrus Wood, The Rev. 
Thomas McAulet, D.D,, the pastor of the Mur- 
ray-Street Church, resigned in 1845, and was fol- 
Iowe.3, for a short time, by the Rev, AViluam 
R. Chapman. The Rev. Charles S, Porter con- 
tinued the pastor of the Second-Avenue Church for 
five years and more, ailer which the Rev. Horace 
Eaton became their pastor for a short period. 
The Rev. David R. Dowhbr, the. pastor of the 
Carmine-Street Church, died in 1841, and has had 
two successoi-s : Rev. Edwin Holt, and Rev. 
Thomas H, Skinner, Jr. The Eev. William 
Page, the pastor of the Village Church, continued 
in the office only a few months, and had two suc- 
cessors ; Rev. Daniel Clark, Jr., and Rev. Dak- 
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iBL Brown. The Eev. Henky A. EiLur resigned 
the charge of the Eighth-Avenue Church, of which 
he was the pastor, iu 1839, and has had three suc- 
cessors : Eev. Eoceut C. Brisbin, Eev. James I. 
OsTROM, and Eev, Frederick G. Clark. The 
Rev. Asa D. Smith, D.D., resigned, in 1851, the 
charge of the Brainerd Church, to hecome the pas- 
tor of a new church, gathered principally from the 
Brainerd, and worshiping in Fourteenth street. 
And, to complet« the list, the Eev. Theodore S. 
Wright, the pastor of the First Colored Church, 
died in 1847, and has siucc been succeeded by the 
Rev. James W. C. Pennington, D.D, 

It will be observed that, of this whole number, 
three only were removed from their pastoral rela- 
tions by death, and that all but eight are now in 
the land of the living. With all these brethren I 
have been more or less intimately acquainted ; and 
with the most of them have repeatedly taken 
counsel for the advancement of the cause of Christ 
in this city, throughout the land, and over the wide 
world. It is to me a most affecting thought, that 
so many of them have passed from among us, and 
that I look around in vain for the associates of my 
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early ministry. What a picture does this review 
present us, not only of the fluctuating chaiaeter of 
our city, but of the instability of the pastoral relation 
in these latter days ! The history of other denomi- 
nations, it is thought, would still more fully con- 
firm this impression. It should teach us a lesson 
both of humility and grititude humility on ac 
count of the mconstaccj of miii, and grititude 
that no similar dispensations of Providence h^ive 
interrupted the happy um m that has so long existed 
between the pastor and the people ci this congte 
gation 

But we net J net ^ abn id foi ill istrat ons oi 
the transitorj nature f nil human aft iirs Our own 
neighborhood, and our own particular ecclesiasti 
cal community, have furnished us with abundant 
material for such reflections. While the hsuse in 
which we have so long worshiped with so much 
profit and delight, remains as it was, with but 
slight internal alterations, and while tht generil 
aspect of this portion of the city has been scarcely 
affected by the gradual march of improvement, the 
people themselves are not what they were when 
fii-st I knew them. So many have been the re- 
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movals of indivitluals by death, and of families to 
other parts of the city, and to the surrounding 
country, particularly to the west«m district of 
Long-Islaud and the south-wtstem part of Con- 
necticut, that but few continue to occupy then- 
former houses, and strangers are found in almost 
every dwelling-house. The ravages of death, too, 
among the members of these old families have 
kept pace with the well-known rapacity of the king 
of terrors, and left everywhere a painfuUoid. The 
babes and prattlers, too, of 1835 have become 
young mcu and maidens ; the boys and girla of 
our Sunday-schools are now, those of them that 
remain, the bone and the sinew of the community; 
on many a brow that showed no sign of age, the 
wrinkles of care and sorrow have made their 
appearance, and the raven locks have begun to be 
frosted over with the tokens of the early winter ; 
while the men of might and experience, the elders 
and the loaders of the people, who received me 
with open hands and heart's, by the silvery hair 
that adorns their temples, and by the careful step, 
give indication of their near approach to the not- 
distant "bourne from which no traveler returns." 
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TWENTY Y B A E a , 23 

At the time of my entering upon the duties of 
the pastoral office among you, the whole number 
of church-membei-s, so far as I could ascertain, 
was but five hundred and forty-eight. Of these, 
by the most diligent iuquiry of myself and the 
elders of the church, it was found that some thirty 
had passed away, and left no trace behind. About 
twenty others, whose names still remain upon the 
register, have never been in attendance on my 
ministry. Of the remaining five hundred, only 
fifty-six remain connected with us, the others having 
l>ecn removed by certificate, discipline, or death ; 
only fifty-six in stated or even occasional attend- 
ance — not more than about one in every ten ; the 
nine have gone. Of these relicts of the past, two, 
Mrs, Betsey Benedict, and Mrs, Maroahet Mai- 
inEws, have been connected with the church from 
the first year of its existence, more than thirty-six 
years ; two others, Mrs, Adigail Witherbll, and 
Mrs, Phebe Rogers, naore than thirty-three 
yeai-s ; and one, Ellen Woodhousb, thirty-one 
years ; only five remaining of the two hundred 
and sixty-two who had been received into tie com- 
munion of the church thirty years ago. Of the 
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four hundred aud forty-three who had been re- 
ceived twenty-five years ago, only fifteen remain ; 
and of the eight hundred aiid seventy-nine whose 
names had been enrolled by my predecessor, 
twenty years since, only fifty-six remain among us. 
While, then, it is true, in one sense, that 1 have 
been the pastor of the same people for twenty 
years, in another sense it is not true at all. You 
are not the same people that called and received 
me to this charge. Of the twelve names appended, 
by order of the congregation, to the call for my 
pastoral services, one only, Charles Merrill, is 
now found on the register of the church and con- 
gregation ; five are the names of departed friends 
no longer found in the land of the living ; the 
remainder have passed away into other connec- 
tions. The old church, the old people, with their 
households, have left me ; gone, as duty. Provi- 
dence, or inclination called ; gone, to return, in 
most cases, no more for ever, A new church, a 
new people, gathered, with but few exceptionSj 
under my own ministrations, now hear the word 
of Grod at my mouth, and receive the sacramental 
bread at my h^ids. Occasionally one of my old 
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flock comes in among us to renew the days of old, 
and sit in tbese heavenly places in ChrJKt Jesus as 
aforetime ; but lie looks around on a strange people 
and finds but here and there a familiar face and i 
well-remembered voice. " We are passing away 
we are passing away ! !" is the lesson that comes 
to us from these pews and this pulpit. The former 
occupant of the sacred desk, venerable and beloved, 
has been numbered with the elders round about 
the throne of God, and bearing his part in the 
praises of the upper sanctuary, for the space, of 
nearly filtcen years, durmg the last five of which 
he has been joined by his former partner in the 
joys, the cares, and the sorrows of life. Not more 
than ten of the two hundred pews in this house have 
beenoccupiedfor twenty years by the same firniily; 
and of the two hundred and fifty pew- holders, only 
thirty-five now retain that relation to the congre- 
gation. Of those whom I addressed on the occa- 
sion of my first pastoral service, it may be said 
of by far the greater part, — the place which they 
then occupied shall know tliem no more. The 
stranger has come into the possession of the sanc- 
tuary, and the builders of the house have departed. 
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Such a reTiew is eminently fitted to humble us 
before God, as creatures of a day, and to lead us 
to confess, -with the ancient patriarchs, that we are 
" strangers aad pilgrims on the earth." We, as well 
they whose places we now occupy, will soon give 
place to others, and go the way of all the earth. 
Let the thought of our own frailty and mortality 
sink deep into our hearts to-day, and there abide 
until we are called hence. 

In no department of service connected with this 
paiticular religious community have the changes 
to which I have alluded been so marked and obvi- 
ous as in our Sunday-schools. Of the fifty -nine 
inale and ninety-six female teachers, then occupied 
as assistants of the pastor in the instruction of the 
young on the Sabbath, not more than four or five 
are still enrolled in the same register ; and of the 
whole number, only fourteen remain in our con- 
nection, A noble band of brethren and sisters 
they were ; and most cordially did they cooperate 
with their pastor in this delightful work, as well 
as in every other good word and work. But they, 
too, have gone — some to receive the reward of the 
" good and faithful servant," and the most of the 
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remainder to labor, and to good purpose, in some 
other portions of the vineyard. May they never 
want successors of a like spirit, and in sufficient 
numbers, to guide the lambs of the flock into the 
fold of the Good Shepherd. It is worthy of re- 
mark, in this connection, that we have need to 
make much of our oppoi-tunitles of doing good. 
To these one hundred and fifty-five teachers were 
committed providentially the souls of nearly a 
thousand young candidates for eternity. Theirs 
was the privilege of giving form and coloring and 
life to the future history of these young immortals. 
They cheerfully embraced the opportunity, and 
diligently labored in their holy vocation. They 
have been called into other spheres of duty or of 
enjoyment. Their working-days in this field were 
soon ended. They have gone, but their work 
i-emains. Not a few — perhaps the greater part — 
of those beloved youth have since entered mto the 
Church of Christ, and have themselves become the 
teachers of the young in things pertaining to God. 
We should prize such opportunities of usefulness, 
both because they are so limited in duration, and 
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1 due season wc shall reap, if we faint 
not." 

In this picture of the state of this congregation 
twenty years ago, it is proper to exhibit the state 
also of the financial department of this religious 
enterprise. 1 need not say, brethren, that the 
people who then sought my services were rich, not 
so much in this world's goods, as in faith and good 
works. Not one of those who subscribed the call 
was placed above the necessity of close occupation 
in business to meet the daily expenses of his house- 
hold. I know not that there was an individual 
among the people whose worldly estate could have 
been estimated at $100,000; and certainly not 
lialf a dozen whose individual property could have 
been sold for the half of that sum. The greater 
part were dependent on their daily gains for a sub- 
sistence ; some few were traders in a small way ; 
almost none of them jobbers or wholesale dealers ; 
the greater part were meehanios — young, indus- 
trions, and frugal — while not a few of them sup. 
ported themselves honorably and comfortably by 
the needle. There never has been a time when it 
could not be said, in respect to many of this 
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people, "To the poor the Gospel is preached;" 
nor when the words of the Master had not their 
fulfillment here : " The poor always yo have with 
you," It was from among the poor that the con- 
gregation was gathered, just as it was with the 
first churches of our Lord. "Hath not God 
chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and 
lieirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to 
them that love him 1" 

A little more than three and a half years had 
elapsed since they had succeeded in the completion 
of the edifice in which we are now assembled, on 
the site of a similar sti-ucture consumed by the 
flames in Tebruary, 1831. Unable fully to meet 
the expenditure, the congregation had assumed a 
debt of $12,000, the annual interest of which con- 
stituted a weighty burden, and drew heavily upon 
their resources. 

It was to a congregation thus constituted, and 
thus burdened, that my attention was directed in 
t)ie latter part of June, 1835. More than three 
and a half years of my life had been occupied in 
the work of preaching the Glospel ; of which all 
but one year had been passed in a border-State of 
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the West. A desolating providence, the most 
afflictive that can come upon a sensitive heart, had 
separated me from the people of my charge. 
Oppressed with grief, and suffering from disease, I 
was expecting to serve the Church in promoting 
the cause of Education for the ministry. On this 
errand I visited the city, and learned for the first 
time on Saturday, June 30th, 1835, that the people 
of this congregation desired me to become their 
pastor. The afternoon and evening of tlie day 
following brought me before them in the sacred 
desk. A few hours of pleasant intercourse with 
some of t!ie people convinced me of the ardor of 
their desires for my services. At the commence- 
ment of the following week a unanimous call was 
put into my hands, and urged upon my accept- 
ance. It was to me an unsought and an unlooked- 
for providence. I was constrained to regard it, in 
all the circumstances, as a call from God to devote 
myself once again to the pastoral work, and culti 
vate, .IS host 1 could, this portion of the Lord's 
vineyard. 

In yielding myself to the wishes of the people 
so warmly expressed, I could not but tremble at 
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the ie«pon?ibiIitie9 tliat I wxa about to aisume 
Conscious ot mrny infirmities, and sensible thit 
my mode ot pre[aiation Jor the pulpit whch at 
tht first I had adopted from conviction anil after 
wards hid piattLsed in accoidincc with the pie 
vailing ta'itLS and habiti uf a frontier people, was 
but little in accordance with the prevalent style of 
the pulpit in this section of the country, it is not 
strange that I felt considerable apprehension as to 
the results of mj mLmi-try among j su It would 
have been the height of vimtj ta compare mjself 
with the great and gftel men who occupied the 
pilpits of our denominaficn in this citj whose 
prii&e w as in all the churches with w h m I w is to 
b lr0Uj,ht into something 1 ki, rualu for the 
^iiffi«ige3 of the popul-ice and bj whjse eminent 
qualifications mj own were to be measuied 
'ihrmkmg therefore fr m the ^erj thought of such 
iiuneqmJccmpetiticn andtrulyd siroustomake 
full proof of my ministry during the period that 
God had allotted nae to continue among you, 
under a deep sense, too, of the uncertainties of life, 
i[u;ekened by my recent painful experience, I cast 
myself upon the Divine guidance and your con- 
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siderate forbearance, determining to " seek not 
youra but you," and entered, in the twenty-ninth 
year of my age, upon the work of winning souls to 
Christ in this community. On the first Sabbath 
in July, 1835, 1 preached my first sermon as your 
pastor; and now, at the expiration of the foil 
period of twenty years, am spared to recount the 
wonders of the way in which the Lord has led me, 
and to join you in shouting to his praise, "The 
Lord hath done great things for us ; whereof we are 
glad." 
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CHAPTER If. 



"This is the lord's doing; it is 
■Vs. 118 : 23. 



Is proceeding now to place on record some of 
the great things that God has done for us as a church 
and congregation, during the past tweuty years, 
allow me to disclaim, most sincerely and earnestly, 
every thing like vain-glory or hoastJng. It is with 
no desire or intention of depreciating the ministry 
of my brethren in the saered office, or of claiming 
for joa or myself any superior piety, or qualifi- 
cations for the work in which we have been 
engaged, that I enter upon the details appropriate 
to the occasion. I trust that you, brethren, are 
prepared most heartily to join with your pastor in 
ascribing all our distinguished prosperity to the 
sovereign will and pleasure of the great Head of 
the Church, who, " out of the mouth of babes and 
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sucklings" hath " perfected praise." " Not unto 
U5, Ijord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory, for thy mercy and for thy truth's sake." 
With our blessed Lord himself it becomes us, and 
we are prepared, I doubt not, most cordially to 
say : We " thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou liast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent and hast revealed them unto 
babes. Even so, Father! for so it seemed good 
in thy sight." 

It becomes us to refer, in the commencement of 
this enumeration of blessings, to the goodness of 
God in bestowing upon us a considerable amount 
of worldly prosperity. We are not, indeed, to 
look upon an increase of earthly substance as an 
unmingled good, or as more desirable than growth 
" in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ." Far from it. Tou have 
been taught, and I trust not in vain, to believe, that 
"a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth," that riches are 
most frequently a snare to their possessor, and 
that " they that will be rich fall into temptation 
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
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lusts, which drown men in destruction and per- 
dition." When, however, it pleases God to bless 
the labor of our hands, and, with an increase of 
worldly goods to endow ns also with a holy pur- 
pose of benevolence, then riches become a matter 
of thanksgiving, and we are enabled to scatter 
blessings around «s like rain. 

Twenty years have made a marked change in 
the worldly circumstances of this congregation. 
Many among us have acquired an ample compe- 
tency, and the most of you have been prospered 
in your world/y undertakings. If you have met 
with reverses, a kind Providence has enabled you 
to emerge from the soa of trouble, to regain your 
former position, and even, in many cases, to ad- 
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a still larger proportion been increased. Some 

few of the brethren and sisters that have been 
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numbered with us during the greater part of this 
period, have come into tlie possession of great 
wealth, and have used it freely in the building up 
of the cause of Christ. By means of their liberality 
and the generous cooperation of all classes in this 
congregation, the indebtedness, that pressed so 
heavily upon this enterprise at my coming among 
you, has been entirely removed, so that there 
remains at the present time only a floating debt of 
a few hundred dollars, which it is an easy matter 
to dispose of in a single day, if there be a ready 
mind. In the mean time the current annual ex- 
penses of the congregation have been increased 
about $1500, and generally met by the current 
receipts, or an occasional contribution. All this 
has been effected without any burdensome increase 
of the rental of the pews in the sanctuary ; scarcely 
another, if any, of the churches of our denomina- 
tion in the city offering such accommodations at 
so low a price. It is believed that the current 
receipts of the congregation may, by a slight in- 
crease of the assessments on the pews, without the 
slightest rational ground for complaint, and with 
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but little difficulty, be made to cover the whole 
iimount of our annual expenses. 

In this connection it becomes me to mention, 
with gratitude to God, the grace given to one of 
our sisters in the church, who, during the greater 
part of my ministry here, and imtil a few weeks 
since, has been one of the highly-valued members 
of my flock, and upon whom God has of late be- 
stowed abundant worldly substance. It has pleased 
God to put it into her heart to contribute the sum 
of $25,000 to the endowment of the Professorship 
of Ecclesiastical History in the Union Theological 
Seminary in this city, to be called, in honor of her 
lamented brother and my bosom-friend, "The 
Washburn Professorship," It is matter of devout 
thankfulnesa to God, not only that such a friend 
was raised up for our beloved Seminary in its time 
of need, but that botli the moans of such liberality 
should have been acquired, and the spirit or dis- 
position to exercise it should have been fostered, 
here among ourselves. May it please God not 
only to reward with the richest spiritual blessings 
llie almoner of this bounty, but to raise up many 
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more from among us thus to adorn their profession 
of faith in a crucified Redeemer. 

But these are not our greatest &vors. It is of 
far richer bounties, and of blessings more widely 
diffused as well as vastly more enduring, that I 
have now to apeak. While I am permitted to re- 
joice with you in the growing intelligence, the en- 
larged pecuniary resources, and the increasing libe- 
rality of this congregation, I can not but look on 
all these as the merest circumstances, in compari- 
son with that dr greater good with which it has 
pleased God to endow the people of my charge. 
You have been trained to look upon the redemp- 
tion of the soul as infinitely precious ; to ask with 
the Saviour, " What shall it profit a man if he shall 
gain the wiwle world and lose Ms own soul ; or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul V 
to seek, therefore, as the greatest boon that God 
could confer upon you and yours, the special con- 
verting influences of tbe Spirit of God. The same 
grace that led my feet into the paths of salvation, 
and brought mo to prize the blood of Christ as 
precious beyond conception, also led me, when in- 
troduced into the privileges, responsibilities, and 
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trials of the sacred office, to seek, in every prayer, 
the unspeakable 1 onor fbr ging the souls of my 
people into tl e possess on f the saving grace of 
the Gospel of Ghr st G ve me souls for my 
hire, as seals of y mi u try, and stars in my 
crown of rejo c g u the day of the Lord," has 
been my fervent asp rat on from the first until now. 
I know no 1 igl er 1 or i 1 can think of no 
greater boon, that a mmister of Christ can possibly 

In this respect, you and 1, beloved, have abund- 
ant occasion to rejoice and give thanks. Deficient 
as have been my best services among you, and un- 
worthy as my preaching has ever been of your ac- 
ci'ptance and of the Divine fevor, my labor among 
you has not been in vain in the Lord. Wo are 
not left to-day in despondency to hang our harps 
on the willows, and to lift up tlie voice of lamen- 
tation, exclaiming, in the language of inspiration, 
" Who hath believed, our report, and to whom is 
the arm of the Lord revealed?" Our thoughts are 
led to dwell, on the other hand, with a grateful re- 
cognition of their appropriateness to our own case, 
upon the words of the prophet to desponding Is- 
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rae] : " Lift up thine eyes round about and behold ; 
all these gather themselves together and come to 
thee. As I live, sajth the Lord, thou shalt surely 
clothe thee with them all as with an ornament, and 
bind them on thee as a bride doeth. For thy 
waste and desolate places, and the land of thy de- 
struction shall even now be too narrow by reason 
of tJie inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee 
up shall be far away. The children which thou 
shalt have, after thou bast lost the other, shall say 
again in thine ears, ' The place is too strait for me ; 
give place to me that I may dwell,' Then shalt 
thou say in thine heart, ' Who hath b 



The changes that have come over you, brethren, 
in the respects to which I have already referred, 
are as nothing in comparison with the changes that 
Divine grace has wrought within your hearts — in 
your past and present experience, and in your pros- 
pects for eternity. The most of you have, within 
these few years only, begun to live to some pur- 
pose. Your hopes of pardon and of eternal glory 
date not back, except in a few instances, beyond 
the period of our mutual acquaintance. When 
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first you heard this voice, you had never known 
what it was to be made partakers of the benefits 
of justification by faith in Jesus Christ. You were 
yet " in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of 

not have forgotten, " that at that time ye were 
without Christ, being aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope, and without God in 
the world. But now in Christ Jesus, ye who some- 
times were far off are made nigh by the blood of 
the Lamb ;" — " no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow-el tizens with the saints, and of the house- 
hold of God." A great and a mighty change has 
come over you. Ye are not at all what ye were. 
" Old things are passed away ; behold, al! things 
are become new," You have learned by your own 
happy experience, that to be born again — ^to be be- 
gotten anew by the Spirit of God — to become new 
creatures at heart — to be renewed and sanctified 
by the gra«e and through the Gospel of the Son 
of God, are any thing but flights of fancy or the con- 
ceits of a disordered brain, "The heart of stone" 
4* 
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has been exchanged for " a heart of flesh." The 
hght has broken in upon your darkness ; " the eyes 
of your understanding being enlightened ; that ye 
may know what is the hope of his calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of hig inheritance in 
the saints, aiid what is the exceeding greatness of 
hia power to us ward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power which he wrought in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead." Yes, 
beloved, evangelical experimental religion is to you 
a blessed reality. With the delighted beneficiary 
of a Saviour's love, you can say, each with a grate- 
ful heart, " One thing I know, that, whereas I was 
blind, now I see," God be praised for the sweet 
experience of his grace ! 

As it has been with you, so has it been with 
hundreds more, who in other days have shared the 
burdens and the privileges of this religious enter- 
prise. They came, " and washed, and received 
sight." They came in some cases to scofl) and 
went away to pray. They came, destitute of all 
things, to the fountain of a Saviour's love, to the 
treasury of a Redeemer's grace, and went away 
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, and enriched with the "peari of great 
price." They have gone from us to serve their 
Lord and Saviour in other relations, or to share in 
the rapture and glory of the ransomed in the para- 
dise of God. But ■wherever they are, on eartli or 
in heaven, they cease not to recaD, with thanks- 
giving and praise, the time and the place of their 
espousals to Christ. This house of God will ever 
be associated, in their vivid recollections, with grate- 
ful thoughts of the honor and the bliss, that were 
here bestowed upon them in their deliverance 
"from the power of darkness," and in their trans- 
lation "into the kingdom of" God's "dear Son." 
" And of Zion it shall be said, ' This and that man 
was horn in her,' and the Highest himself shall 
establish her. The Lord shall count, when he 
writeth up the people, that this man was bom 

The number of these cases of conversion can 
never be asc«rtained in the present imperfect state. 
" It is not all gold that glitters." "The Lord seeth 
not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." 



H<,.i-< V, Google 



44 Hatfield's 

"Not every one that saith unto me, 'Lord! Lord! !' 
shall enter into the kingdom of heiyen, but he that 
doLth the -will of my Father in heaven," are the 
admcnitory words uf the SaMOur himself We 
cannot per'^uade ourselves thit, careful as the ses- 
sion of this church have ever been m the admission 
of individuals to its fellowship, they have never 
trred haie mt frequentlj hLen decened in rela- 
tion to the i-xpenence of the applicant They 
ha\e never possessed, and eertamly have never 
claimed, the gift (f the " disceimng of spirits." 
Though none ha\e e^er, at least within the penod 
of my own connection with the session, been ad 
mitted except by the unimmous vmce of the breth 
ren present at the examination of the candidate, 
yet they have had occasion lileiwards to regret 
that^ in some case', thcj hal nat (.\ciciscd more 
caution and disciimination 

In estimating the spiritual results of a m nistry 
extending over a score of years, by the number of 
admissions on profession, it is also to he taken into 
the account, that not all the converts in a season of 
refreshing are gathered into a single church. Some 
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are attracted from other congregations to hear the 
word, and, having received the grace of reconcilia- 
tion, become connecteij with the church in whose 
sanctuary they have been accustomed to worship, 
or with some other in the immediate vicinity of 
their residence. Others, again, through a consti- 
tutional timidity, or erroneous views as to the 
Lord's Supper, or mistaken apprehensious as to 
the kind or amount of evidence required, scarcely 
dare to hope ill the mercy of God, or to offer them- 
selves for membership in the church. On these 
accounts it may be assumed that the number of 
conversions falls not much, if any short of the 
number of admissions, even if it does not' exceed 
it. 

The addiliom to the conamunion of this church 
during the period under review have been, on 
Examination, one thousand five kimdred and fifty- 
six ; on Certificate, six hundred and sixty-two — in 
ill, tiLo thousand two hundred and eighteen, which, 
addtd to the number in communion when I t«ok 
charge of the congregation, makes a total of two 
thousand set tn hundred and sixty-nine souls who 
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have been members of this church uinJer my pas- 
toral watch and care ; of whom one thousand one 
hundred and ninety-one remam on the register of 
the church, showing the removal, by certificate, 
death, or discipline, of one thousand five hundred 
and seventy-eight souls. 

Of the additions to the church by Certificate, the 
largest number were received in the earlier por- 
tion of my ministry. At that period, it was more 
customary than of late for American families and 
foreign Protestants to move into this neighbor- 
hood, and find a residence within our bounds. 
Latterly the tide has in a measure turned. An 
immense number of Israelites, of Irish Romanists, 
and of German immigrajits have found a home on 
our borders and in this immediate vicinity. Dur- 
ing the first ten years, four hundred and sixteen 
were received from other churches, and in the 
remaining period two Iiundred and forty-sis. The 
whole number of persons received into the com- 
munion of this church on certificate from other 
churelies has been one thousand and three, in a 
period of thirty-sei en years, being a yearly 
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i of twenty-seven. The largest number, 
seventy-three, were received in the first year of 
my ministry ; in the second year, sixty-four were 
received ; and in the ninth, fifty-two. 

Of the additions to the church by Profession the 
largest number were received in the first, the 
second, tbe twentieth, the eighth, and the third of 
the twenty years: in the first, extending from 
July lat, 1835, to July 1st, 1836, two hundred and 
fifty-seven ; in the second, two hundred and fifty- 
one; in the twentieth, the year tiat has just 
closed, one hundred and seventy; in the eighth, 
one hundred and forty; and in the third, one 
hundred and thirty-seven. The whole number 
received on profession in these five years was nine 
hundred and fifty-five, or a yearly average of one 
hundred and ninety-one; while for the remaining 
fifteen years, three quarters of the whole time, 
only six hundred and one were received, an annual 
average of forty. In the seventh year eighty-fbar 
were received ; in the eleventh, eighty one ; in the 
fifth, seventy-two; in the fourth, sixty-four; in the 
twelfth, fifty-one ; and in the thirteenth, fifty. 



H<,.i-< V, Google: 



These were our most prosperous years. The 
additions have fidlen below the average during 
seven of the score. In the fourteenth year we 
received but twenty^ight ; in the eighteenth, but 
twenty-two ; in the fifteenth, but eighteen ; in the 
sixteenth, but sixteen; in the seventeenth, but 
thirteen ; in the tentli, but nine ; and in the nine- 
teenth, but seven. Generally, the period, em- 
braced in the years from 1848 to 1854, has been 
the darkest in our whole history, so far as respects 
the number of conversions. It was, as you all 
wOl remember, "the Age of Gold," a season, for 
the most part, of great commercial prosperity. 
At the first announcement of the discovery of gold 
in our "new purchase" on the Pacific coast, a vast 
change was wrought in men's views and especta- 
tions. They became almost mad after the golden 
treasure, "The things which are seen" excluded 
from their thoughts "the things which are not 
seen." In vain we preached — they would not 
heed us ; in vain we remonstrated — our words 
were but as the idle wind. The ease with which 
fortunes were made, and the facilities that were 
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offered to all to embark in these golden specula- 
tions made them turn a deaf ear to our entreaties, 
and dose their hearts against the peaceful and 
gracious visitations of the Spirit of Cod. They 
would not helieve. 

But at length the tide was turned once more. 
Early in July last the bubble burst with the 
exposure of the Schuyler fraud. The work of 
revelation and of defelcation went on; failures 
multiplied and credit was gone. The pestilence 
and the dearth, with a foreign war, were added as 
the judgments of the Almighty. A wint«r of 
unexampled depression followed, and starvation 
stalked through our streets. Then it was that our 
people began to turn to the Lord. In our nine- 
teenth year only seven, as I have said, were added 
to the church on profession, and I began to think 
that my work among you was done. In the 
twentieth year, by the good hand of our God upon 
us, we have received one hundred and seventy, 
more than in any previous year, except the first 
and the second. It is good for us to have been 
afHicted. The loss of worldly substance and the 
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5 to worldly prospeete liayc proved a 
lasting gain to our immortal souls. 

The results of eaoli of the twenty years, in their 
chronological order, are as foUows : 

Ist year, 13 on Certificate, 257 on Examination; — 
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The whole number of additions from the begin- 
ning, March, 1818, has been, on Certificate, o^e 
thousand and three, and on Profession, tmo thou- 
sand and nineti/seven ; in all, three thousand and 
one hundred. Since July, 1835, the annual averoffe 
of additions has been one hundred and sixteen; 
thirty.ejght on certificate and seventy-eight on 
profession. For the whole thirty-seven years it 
haa been a little more than eighty-three, one year 
with another ; twenty-seven on certificate and 
more than fifty-six on profession. 

Such are some of the results, dearly beloved, 
which constrain us, on this anniversary occasion, to 
cxdaim, with adoring love and wonder, "The 
Lord hath done grojitthings for us; whereof we are 
glad." You and I have abundant reason to rejoice 
together as we review those seasons of grace 
which have resulted in the conversion of so many 
of you and yours, 

" Have they not reason to rejoice 
Whose sins have heen forgiven, 
Called by a gracious FaUicr's voice 
To he tiie heirs of heaven?" 

Let US not prove unmindful of these benefits, 
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but bear iii inind the solemn truth, that "unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 
required." If -we have been blessed above many, 
we should be grateful above many; laid under 
heavier obligations than most, it becomes us to 
consecrate our'*lves more than they all to the 
service of our gracious Lord and Master, 

In this enumeration it is iiroper tu add, that I 
have, during these twenty years, addressed you 
with a message of Gospel truth in sermons, lec- 
tures, and at funerals, not less than *ij thousand 
times ; I have attended not less than a thousand 
funerals; have baptized ^ve hundred and sixty- 
three adidt's, and one thousand two hundred and 
seventy infents ; and have performed the marriage 
ceremony in one tliomatid one hundred and 
twenty-one instances. 

Grateful mention also should be made of the 
kindness of that Providence, which has given me 
strength to undei^o these labors. At the com- 
mencement of my second year among you, the 
feeble and alarming state of my health made it 
expedient to occupy some eight weeks in a visit to 
the West ; during which, however, I was enabled 
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to preach every Sabbath, generally twice, and in 
the last week but one almost daily, — returning 
witii renewed vigor and eonfirmed health. At the 
close of my thirteenth year I waa wholly laid 
aside for four or five weeks by a severe affection 
of inflammatory rheumatism, for the third time in 
my experience, and the last until now. At the 
close of my sixteenth year, in consequence of a 
cold, superinduced upon a physical system ex- 
hausted by severe labor during a winter of close 
application to Ntuily and preaching, I was visited 
with an affection of the throat, which, fur a long 
time, assumed an obstinate and alarming charac- 
ter, and constraiutid me to forego the public 
exercise of my ministry for nearly six months, 
extending from May to November, 1851. My 
plaee in the pulpit was supplied, at the expense of 
my people, by the Rev. IlE-inv T. Chebvbb and 
the Rev. Benjamis J. Martin, From the period 
of my gradual recovery, in November and De- 
cember of that year, I have been enabled to 
continue, with no return of that trouhlesome affec- 
tion, and with but slight interruptions from colds, 
f my pulpit duties to the present 
5* 
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time. Though a score of years has been aclcled to 
my age, it ia not in my power to say, that I have 
grown gray in your service ; nor, though sensible 
of the increasing burden that age is laying upon 
me, and often weighed down by the multiplicity 
of public cares that my station in society and a 
numerous family necessarily bring upon me, do 
I feel less able, aa the experience of the present 
year has shown, to renew the labors of the fu-at 
years of my ministry among you. Por all thia 
favor I desire to render, on this occasion, my 
devout thanksgivings to Almighty G-od. 

These results, moreover, have been gained 
without the customary journeying and rusticating 
in the season of the annual summer vacation, I 
have deemed it exceedingly undesirable that, at a 
time when disease and death are reaping their 
greatest harvests, the city should be left, to so 
great an extent, without the benefit of clergy — that 
at least the pastors of our churches should so 
generally be absent from their posts. My remain- 
ng at home, at such times, has subjected me to the 
necessity of anawering the calls of the dying and 
the bereaved in other congregations beaide my 
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own, and made the month a season of increased 
service, I speak not by way of rebuking others, 
but in thankfulness that I have been enabled to 
perform these labors without any apparent dimi- 
mition of health and strength. 

la .casting up the results of my labors among 
you, and the blessed fruits which, through divine 
grace, it has been permitted mo t« reap, it is pro- 
per to refer, not merely to the work of regenera- 
tion carried forward so extensively in connection 
with this church and its ministry, but also to the 
work of edification and sajictification, in the case 
of all these converts, frona the day of tlieir intro- 
duction into the household of faith, and of the 
brethren and sisters who came to us from other 
churches. It is no small work to form the habits 
and principles of a child of God ; to train him, 
from the start, to think right, to believe right, to 
feel right, to act right ; to restrain him from the 
ways of the ungodly ; to make him fully aware of 
his dangers, hia duties, and his responsibilities ; to 
restore him from his wanderings; to rouse him 
from his spiritual slumbers ; to awaken him to 
penitence, and renewed faith and hope and love ; 
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to Stir up his dormaat sensibilities, and call his 
latent energies into healthful aiid vigorous action ; 
to give foiTii and character to his whole Christian 
life, and educate him for the highest seat iu glory. 
No small part of every fiuthfal minister's thoughts 
and labors is to be given to this work. You your- 
selves, brethren, know to what au extent your pas- 
tor has sought to present you all faultless before 
the throne of God. 1 trust tliat I liave not labored 
in vail), not only to bring you into the kingdom of 
Christ, but to make you active, intelligent, and use- 
ful subjects of that kingdom. You and I will never 
know, in this life, how powerful an influence the 
sermons and exhortations, tiat have so often been 
addressed to you from these lips in this sanctuary, 
have exerted over your characters for time and 
eternity. It will be soon enough for us to arrive 
at the full knowledge of the power over us of 
these and other instrumentalities, when we reach 
our home in the skies. Of one thing we may rest 
assured : you are not now what you would have 
been had you and I never met; or had wo parted 
to meet no more, as soon as you wore converted 
to Christ. 
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It would gratify me, if time would admit, to pay 
more than a passing tribute to the noble bands of 
Sunday-School Teachers and Tract Visitors, by 
whose faithfid endeavors so much of this wide field 
of labor has been cultivated, so many deai- youth 
instructed in the linowledge of salvation, and so 
many families persuaded to hear words whereby 
they have been saved. Several thousand children 
have, first and last, been brought into these schools, 
and trained for usefulness and glory by several 
hundred faithful teachers. May they who are now 
occupying these departments of religious service 
never grow weary of their work, nor fiul of their 
reward. " He that goeth forth and weepeth, bear- 
ing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with 
rejoidng, bringing his sheaves with him." 

During the first year of our connection, three 
Sunday-Schools, Nos. 20, 38, and 69, were attached 
to this congregation, and conducted by its mem- 
bers, under the Superintendency of Messrs. Jons 
A. AcKLET, Richard C. Overton, and Robert T. 
Shannon, The second of these served as the 
nucleus around which was gathered the Madison- 
Street Churcli, to which it was thenceforward at- 
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taehed. The other two have ever since been con- 
ducted "by this cougregatioii : the first, under the 
Superiatendency, successively, of Messrs. Stephen 
Hait, Willard M. Hoyt, Chaklss PARKEjt, James 
Gkeacbn, Geobge Elder, Alexandb ft MiLNE, Phi. 
LASBER W, Stebbens, Jaues Lbwk Bekedict, and 
again of Stephen Happ ; the other, No. 09, under 
the SuperiHteiidency of Messrs. Benjamis C. Mit- 
chell, James Stuutheub, William F. Nash, John 
H. BuLEK, James D. Lawrencb, Marvin Brigos, 
and Hiram B. Littell. 

It becomes ice also, on this occasion, to make 
honorable mention of those brethren who have 
gratuitously devoted themselves, at the call of the 
congregation, to the oveisjght ot its fananml affiiirs 
Great credit is due tie Trustees fur then Relt 
denying seriiccs, paiticulariy m seasons of com 
mereial stagnation and pecumary leverses It is 
mainly owing to their persevering endeavors, and 
large-hearted liberality, that we have been enabled 
to clear the property of the congregation from all 
incumbrances, and to place it, as it is at this day, 
above the hazard of a fatal foreclosure. 
At the coming of your pastor among you, the 
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congregation was served, in this capacity, by 
Messrs. Lewis Chichester, James Strdthers, 
Olivbh Edwakds, James Duff, E. D. Comstock, 
Georbb Elder, Charles Merrill, Joiim Jbwbll, 
and Johs Gaddu. . One only of these brethren 
Chables Merrill, continues with us, Tke others 
have passed away — two of them, Oliver Edwards 
and John Gaudit, to the eternal world. The office 
of Trustee has since been filled, at successive 
elections, by Messrs. William Robinson, John 
Paimeh, Geougs S. Brioos, Samuel Philips, 
Lewis S. Bouton, IIervey Lobee, William Al- 
len, Michael McGrath, James Halsey, H, Nel- 
son Vail, Thomas J. Fisher, Philander W. 
Stebbeks, SaABRAcit Smith, John L. Sh. 
Francis A, Casalier, Edward Franklin, 
drew B. Erinceerdofj', T. Van Zandt Mum- 
ford, Stephen E. IIaisey, James D, Lawrence, 
Charles H. Eogbrs, Gurdok S. Mumford, John 
R, Marsh, Joseph Bradley, Elkakah 8. Haw 
KINS, James H. AViiite, Jacob' D. M. Armour, 
William R. SiNEr, Jambs Egbert, William Rob- 
BiKS, William Reynolds, Vilroy Wilcox, Nel- 
son Lane, N. Latting Beknet, John I>. Prime, 
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Edgab C. Patterson, William II. San ford, Wil- 
liam Anderson, Mansisg Merru.l, Edmdbd 
HoRTON, Elbert Latham, and Hahhison Hall. 
The whole ntimber of Trustees for the twenty 
years is fifty-om ; of whom, Messrs. S. R. Hal. 
sey, White, Egbert, Wilcox, Behnet, Patter- 
son, Anderson, Latham, and Hall are now 
office. Of those elected since 1835, five. Mess 
Briggs, Allen, James Halsey, Vail, and Fisher, 
have departed this life ; and seventeen others have 
removed from our connection; so that of the 
whole number only twenty-one remain. 

It has already been observed, that this church 
was gathered originally from among the poor, and 
has always bad the poor with them. Of these 
there liave been, ever since my connection with the 
church, some who have needed the beneiiictions of 
tieir brethren to keep them from want. To serve 
this class among iig, the first Deacons were elected 
in March, 1836 ; and eigkieen of our number have 
served m this office: Messrs. Stephen Happ, 
James Remsen, AIelancthoh Freeman, Isaac 
Stellb, Clement Jones, Robert M. Mitchell, 
Gilbert K. Loses, Elias Stebbihs, John W. Hill, 
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RiciUBD W. MooBB, John Hutchihgs, Luthek 
T. Stowell, Amob Bailbv, Eleanah S. Hawkins, 
Hiram B. Littbll, John W. Conover, Silvanus 
Edwards, and Jacob D. M. Armour ; of whom, 
Messrs, Hutchikgs, Hawkins, and Conover con- 
tinue in office ; ten have removed from us, and 
two, Messrs. Mitchell and E. Steebins, have 
died; leaving but six of the whole number now 
in our connection. 

The church was served in the office of Euling 
Elder, twenty years since, by Messrs. Ezba H. 
Ferrt, Joseph F. Slipper, John A. Acklet, and 
James D. Haff. To these have since been added, 
Messrs, John Congbh, Jaked B. Peck, John H. 
BuLBN, Alexander Milne, James Stbuthers, 
James Rembeb, Stephen IIafp, Eorus Mead, 
Chakles Merrill, Geokoe Elder, William J. 
McMaster, Hiram Wahser, Samuel Webster, 
James Halset, Richard W. Moobb, Ciiahles B. 
Hatch, Philander W. Stejibens, William D, 
Webb, James Greacen, William II, Miller, 
Amos Bailey, Frascis Duncan, Jambs H, White, 
James D. Lawrence, Hiram B, Littell, and 
Charles P. Baldwin ; thirty in all. Of these. 
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six, Messrs. Slipper, Aceley, McMaster, Web- 
STEB, James Halset, and Baldwin, have entered 
Hpon tliclr heavenly inheritance ; eighteen others 
have removed from our connection; and six 
Messrs. Febby, Stephen Haff, Merrill, Bailey, 
White, and Littell, remaui in office. Five other 
brethren, Messrs. James W. Bishop, Vileoy Wil- 
cox, James Egbert, Daniel LiTitEFiELn, and Ed- 
oar C. Patterson, were chosen, last Thursday 
evening, to serve the church in this department, 
and are to he ordained and installed on the morn- 
ing of the next Lord's Day. To those who have 
already filled this responsible office, with whom I 
have been so Ultimately and pleasantly associated, 
and by whose harmonious counsels and efficient 
aid I have been so greatly assisted in my work 
among you, we all owe a debt of gratitude. May 
those who yet survive be abundantly bleat in their 
life, and at death receive, as their brethren, who 
have preceded them to the eternal world, have 
already received, the blissful welcome — "Well 
done, good and tUitbful servant !" 

Thus cursorily have I glanced at the great things 
the Lord has done for us during the score of years 
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just closed. I have not spoken of the influence 
that this church has exerted over this region of the 
city, tliroughout the metropolis, and in other por- 
tions of the land. That influence we cannot mea- 
sure ; but we trust it haa not been small nor value- 
less. Nearly a hundred of our members went 
from us to build up the Madison-Street Church ; 
and almost as many we have contributed to the 
Eleventh Church. We have contributed, m like 
manner, to the Gowanus and Central Churches in 
Brooklyn, the First Church in Willi amsburgh, the 
Sixth-Street Church in this city, the Harlem Church, 
and the First Presbyterian Church in Stamford, Ct. 
Our brethren are found in almost all the churches 
of our connection in. the dty and its vicinity, and 
in numerous churches throughout the country, both 
East and West Everywhere, in whatever con- 
nection they are found, they are, for the most part, 
I believe, adorning their profession, and serving 
their Lord and Master, Many of them have 
become office-bearers in the churches, and some 
of them preachers of the word. Throughout the 
laud, and especially in the churches of our own 
denomination, what God has done for us has been 
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spoken of, to the praise of his grace, and to the 
encouragement of those who are praying and toil- 
ing for the extension of Christ's kingdom; "for 
your obedience is come abroad unto all men," 
"and your zeal hath provoked very many." The 
tidings of those gracious outpourings of the Spirit, 
with which we have been so repeatedly and mar- 
velously favored, have stirred up very many of 
God's people to seek for similar blessings, and not 
in vain. We have been as " a city set on a hill," 
"a spectacle unto the world, and to angels and to 

While we have great occasion this day to be 
glad and rejoice in what the Lord has done for us 
and by us, have we not also still greater occasion 
to be humbled in view of our unfaithfulness, our 
coldness, our worldliness, our wanderings, and our 
unbeliefs Have we not too often been disposed 
to murmur at our lot, to contrast unfiivorably our 
location with that of others in the newer portions 
of the city, and to aspire to greater elegance in the 
sanctuary and ite adornments 1 Let us be humbled, 
brethren, and ashamed before God this day, that 
we have not more fully appreciated the distin- 
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guishcd favora that God has conferred upon us. 
Let us seek henceforth so to live as not to provoke 
the Lord to withdraw from us — so to Hyc and 
labor, that we may continue to enjoy as heretofore 
the smiles of a gracious God. 

These twenty years have passed rapidly away, 
and with them, as we have seen, the greater part 
of our associates in this enterprise. The changes 
of the next twenty years will, in all probability, 
be not less, but more. Every year is separating 
from us friends and neighbors, and dispersing us 
abroad over the face of the earth. Death creeps 
in, and our loved ones are buried out of our sight. 
We all shall soon be gone. Our race wOl soon be 
run. The account of our stewardship must soon 
be given to the Great King. Are you ready, 
brethren? Are you living "with eternity in 
view?" Are you doing with your might what 
your hands find to do ? " In such an hour as ye 
think not, the Son of Man cometh." Happy he 
that can say ; " Even so, come, Lord Jesus ?" 

To some among you, I fear, this grace lias 
come in vain. Te are yet in your sins. How 
great the grace that you have resisted ! These 
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